
pRedAtorY PunKs aNd yoUnG ThuGs 



Mr school. With a 56% dro, . youth homicides,"^ ot Al ^ d ZT'Z 7 "' e^" 
crime is on Ae increase.106 And with a 40% The Michigan k&ZZSST 
fgh on cnme by allowing 11-year-olds to be treated like adu»- -n Z.^^» a 

n^healTbT*™ wai'the Columbine High me ° r r tlffi - Jiie m °st si* il^f * 
que called the Trenchcoat Ma 1 fount| " the CDC stud >' Bas ^ *•&! 



:ountry. 



.'violence have Jed edi.', 



<?S found a decline in non-fatal crimes ae^tfS u 

by factors outside 01 J uisinct's q„ ' m adult pur* M*ay. he might be suspended 
poverty to unemployment to pa denned 2 § !I ? c P tion of eniudents," ku^ w onoo | , 

id on conversation . r C ^^^Bd ^M^^W^ 3 ^^^ ^ 

WW " M mmes (mcluding fighting) d hapw rur^P^V^- ■*£■"'-**** 
nivnber u. u^fts declined 29% (2,357,000 to i, 666 ; oo o) I businesses who sell se curjtt *y * eI .rcepti. 
d ft?. d ro . D P ed > but a11 Bve youni- J uv - it ^nsons* for>e ven sell ideas at d c a wide 



ug ,*liy violent »«icu3ife' M „d making tr* 



kick of transportation to travel a*' 

P pi 'S-C«aiinWc 
'"^cly.Themathso 
ere at H\i«*, arc ; *s 
posed to be ( 



hugs" took up 
Wkas'ikidsd' 
rate of white 
cisco, Afric 
e student 
nort guns in 
ruly going to 
: the lor %\ 
Pon p* viro n 
: >, Mo) 

ioi. ,. iit ph? 
i here j am to 

>ur math scores 
iped some 
ik there is 



i£«^?f laggmmem fundiiVf k , faCt °/ S ' 

'6-nber of r€ 



tome increasing!) 

young men i 
he state's j 




^rnen 



Wstothetf 
: US, \ 

nt" in which students feel com 
i. The guide also calls for team 
professionals and parents so 
its wtiw jasper 
■ith a so-called 
ailo'ido gunmen 
use to sutmrdin 
, Amenc3/js v you 
liter software 




t 'Mncant c 

^uu itself to a crii 

s and school administra 

^se predatory punks have run 

hundreds of pages^of prison dc 

• ^O^^au^uActand'thrc 



M ^ former guards 



lilies. 



•o have y mtrA thr 



sha.^y ^ X 
es of c| M [_ 



Up/In: 

Here's the BIG BIG BIG intro. So about a year ago this big ol thang 
went down at Columbine H.S. in Colorado, which was ofcourse 
very terrible and ugly all around, and made everybody sad and 
grave, and all the newscasters had to wear grim faces for about a 
week and a half, and a whole lotta nice suburban kids got sat 
down by their parents and asked if they were worried about 
School Safety. Apparently even if they weren't, their parents were, 
because all of a sudden politicians, school boards, and 
administrators started instituting so-called safety measures. This 
Is about when I started reading in newspapers about some 
seriously sketchy shit and getting really scared and a whole 
heckuva bit angry. Every single "change" schools across the 
country were instituting treated the constitution as if it belonged 
to another nation, or applied exclusively to those over eighteen. (I 
guess I must have missed section of the bill of rights that explains 
that minors are not citizens, and therefore do not deserve the 
freedoms it guarentees.) Because this stuff has been making me 
increasingly worried and angry, I decided that I wanted to put 
what I knew and what I could find together In a format that would 
allow me to share it with other people. So that be the first reason I 
had for ze zine. 

So that's basically the school safetyness. The other thing I 
wanted to talk about in this zine is the general criminalization of 
youth, especially poor, black, male youth. In Michigan, some really 
terrifying stuff is happening, thanks to our "tough on crime" and 
extremely conservative state reps., and our Guvner, Mr. John 
Engler (father of triplets). I'll get more into that later on, suffice 
to say that this zine is going to be focusing largely on Michigan 
policies and atrocities, because this state is so sickeningly and 
frighteningly anti-youth, and also because, you know, I live here. 

Also, there's; 

• Standardized tests in Ml, and what's messed up about that 
all 

• Johnny Engler and the Trips 

• Youth resistance and protest in A2 (@Huron High School) 

• PUNK PRISON, and 

• probably some other stuff too. we'll see. 

Oh yeah — > big thanks to Sarah Eaton for teaching Protest Art at 
Community High, which is where i learned about lots of the prison 
stuff, (and also for being generally Cajun-style). (If any A2 kids 
wanna take it in 'OO/'Ol , it will be offered 4 Ih block at Community 
as a CR, first semester.) 

.This zine is sponsored by Predatory Punks and Young Thugs... 
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Oh yeah-»BIG THANKS to Jesa Rae who is the best of the 
best of every top ten list except for bad top ten lists and 
did a whole o them graphics and everyone should take her 
dancing; to Susie Douglass who may or may not gimme 
some art, but even if she doesn't she is great and 
awesome and I love her; and to Jean who wrote ail the stuff 
w/her name on it, who is the best revolutionary J know, 
and who is also my favorite rockstar. They're Cajun-style, 
man. 



To order copies of this zine email me @delerum@aol.com, 
and I will give the info and the address. Or if you hate me 
and want to let that anger out, you can do that, too, cuz 
that's what the internet is for. Or, you know, if you want to 
send big time letters about the zine, or articles about any 
o this shit, I might stick em in Predatory #2 if it decides to 
exist, which it might not. 

For more info check out: www.sentencingproject.org; 
www-cjci.org (search for School House Hype: Two Years 
Later. It's the best of the best.); any old newspaper will 
have madness about the school stuff also, just be a little 
skeptical about their point of view if you want to get the 
whole picture; also www.theini ustic eline.com is slightly 
sketch, but it's got great links and good stuff, if you're 
willing to double-check his stories. 
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But I couldn't. Maybe another zine. Maybe someone 
else will say it louder and better than I would have (I know 
people have certainly said it better before). Maybe there's 
only so much you can fight at one time. Anyway, I tried to 
provide both sides of every argument (even if I didn't 
elaborate so much on the other p.o.v.), although, in my 
mind there is a pretty clear right and wrong to all these 
thinqs and obviously all my conclusions sided with what I 
believe. Basically, I wrote this zine^provide some of the 
information that politicians and the mainstream press 
overlook, obfuscate, or ignore. I hope that I have been 
accurate and correct in my use of facts and quotations, 
and I hope that I've convinced some of yall, or least 
brought up some things maybe you haven't thought about 
or heard about. 

I guess I should say my sources (sorry, but it's too late 
and I'm too uncool right now to be seriously formal about 
this): Time Magazine (May 3, 1 999; Dec. 6, 1 999; April 24, 
2000), for zero tolerance stuff and profiling; Many, many 
editions of the Detroit Free Press (definitely April 3, and 

May 4, 2000), mostly for the punk prison; The Detroit 
News for something (I think punk prison? On May 4, 
2000?);The Justice Policy Institute/Center on Juvenile & 
Criminal Justice website; The Chicago Tribune (Nov. 20, 

1999) for punk prison; Especially, especially, a 
comprehensive study paper called School House Hype: 
Two Years Later, written by Kim Brooks, Vincent Schiraldi, 
and Jason Ziedenburg for The Justice Policy Institute and 
the Children's Law Center; The Washington Post (April 29, 

2000) for student profiling. Education Week (for parts of 
the cover) @www.edweek.org/ew/ 1999/ 3 5teens.nl 8; I 
think that's it. 
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Disclaimer Thingie: I just want to say, because I think 
this gets lost a little in my anger at the prison system, that 
I do understand and believe that (most) of these kid- 
prisoners have done some really terrible stuff. Some of the 
murders, rapes, and robberies committed by the inmates 
are horrifying (though, as I said before, 20% of the inmates 
are in for non-violent crimes). I am not arguing that they 
should not be punished at all, simply that the punishment 
be applied justly and with the situation and age of the 
accused taken into account during sentencing. Also, I 
think that the way we "punish" these kids is incredibly 
inhumane— our (or the govt's) cruelty nearly always 
exceeds the inhumanity of the convicted teenager's action 
{even when it doesn't exceed the cruelty of the kid's 
action, it is unacceptable for our government to sink to the 
level of those it condemns). Also, the kids I talked about in 
this zine are not even the ones being most unfairly 
punished (in general). Even greater victims of our "Justice" 
system are those kids who are locked up in juvenile 
detention centers for slight crimes that would have been 
overlooked had they been richer or whiter. Drug users, 
particularly, I feel are being unfairly sent to detention 
centers on charges of Intent to sell, which is proven not by 
actual intent but by amount of illegal substance possessed 
(which is often surprisingly minute). 
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Down/Out: 

There is so much more I wanted to say here. I wanted to 
talk more about kids sent to juvey for things that aren't 
even crimes. I wanted to talk about how our states, cities, 
and corporations are able to profit off of the building and 
operation of prisons, about how every convicted prisoner 
(usually a black man) is another dollar in their pockets. I 
wanted to talk about how a new kind of slavery is 
infiltrating our prison systems, about how prisoners' 
citizenship is being revoked in one form or another across 
the country (especially, especially in Ml). I wanted to talk 
about how racism is still here, in a bigger, deeper, scarier 
way than most white people realize: black boys are 
expelled from schools at an incredibly disproportionate 
rate to white boys, often for far lesser actions; 32% of 
black men are in jail at some point in their lives; almost all 
the kids charged as adults in Michigan were minorities, 
and all (I think) the ones sent to adult prisons were black 
or Hispanic boys and girls. I wanted to talk about how kids 
expelled from school were in great danger to drugs, 
poverty, and violent crime, than those allowed an 
education. I wanted to talk about how thoroughly kids are 
being silenced in public schools. I wanted to talk about 
how broad rehabilitation programs are being abandoned at 
every prison and detention center In the state, about how 
money is what keeps you out of prison, not innocence, 
how whiteness is what keeps you off of death row, not 
repentance. I wanted to talk about how extremely messed 
up drug crimes are; how the laws are applied only to the 
poor; how it's not a crime against society. 
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out. Nobody can." Unfortunately, it's entirely possible that 
no one is listening. This is, I hate to say it, but far more 
serious than all nine of the deaths that occurred this year 
in schools. Those murders were terrible, and should not 
have happened, but people die every day, and it's never 
ok; what is at stake here is something far more serious: it 
is democracy itself. We are being raised a generation that 
is afraid to fight for its rights, a generation that cares more 
about getting high SAT scores than its freedom, a 
generation that doesn't know that the constitution applies 
to them. We must recognize our right to free speech, our 
right to privacy, our right to ownership of those ideas that 
allow us to be proud of AMERICA for all its faults. We must 
reclaim our citizenship, and our voices. Because if we 
don't, in thirty years we will be living in a country with all 
the controversial parts crossed out of its constitution, and 
we won't even notice (we won't even care). 
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In The Beginning 

In the beginning nothing happened exactly. I could 
guess a lot of things: that an awareness overcame the 
rich and powerful that there was money to made from 
building and operating prisons for (against) kids, that 
youth were simply becoming an easy target for scape- 
goating, that politicians wanted easy solutions for 
problems created by the gun industry and a violent 
american culture. But really there's no way of knowing 
what started the move to criminalize youth. Certainly 
the precursor to this was the rise of the adult prison 
industry /general "tough on crime" legislation & 
politicians, and also the growing distrus^pf Americans 
towards each other. The symptoms were equally clear, 
as curfews, locker & body searches (by faculty, without 
notification of parents), and mandatory drug tests 
came to be acceptable, and as the sfipreme Court 
passed precedent after precedent declaring youth 
rights to be "necessarily" limited when on school 
grounds. Then, in Michigan, something big happened. 
Covernor Engler called a press conference to introduce 
what his administration called a 21 -bill "legislative 
package designed to combat juvenile crime". The 
Guvner himself said, "these bills put young thugs on 
notice: if you do an adult crime (see article, pg ), 
you're going to do adult time. For too long, these 
predatory punks have run the streets wreaking havoc 
in the lives of law-abiding citizens. When enacted, this 
far-reaching legislative package will make 
responsibility, deterrence, accountability, and 
punishment basic components of Michigan's juvenile 
justice system." Contrary to what Mr. Engler would 
have you believe, "responsibility, deterrence, 
accountability, and punishment" have always been 
components of said system (unless you don't think 
being arrested, prosecuted, and sent to a severe 
-juvenile rehabilitation center foraround s even years. 
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fits those terms. Of course parole was formerly an 
option. ..probably had something to do with the word 
"rehabilitation" and the intrinsic idea of juvenile justice 
that the punishment should be in the best interest 
both of society and of the child.) 



Some of the bills Engler was talking about were ones 



to: 



-build a privatized prison for youth (see "lockin up the 

punks" next page). 

-give the police authority to detain "truants, runaways, 

incorrigible youth, curfew violators, and other status 

offenders" 

(I don't know what he means by half that shit, but it 

sounds pretty unconstitutional to me). 

-lower the age of automatic waivers [read: waivers that 

allow kids to be prosecuted in adult court] to 

FOURTEEN.. .include "conspiracy/solicitation of serious 

felonies" (again, vague language that could be 

manipulated to mean basically anything) as a waivable 

juvenile offense. 

-"authorize juvenile line-ups". 

-allow the prosecutor alone to waive juveniles to adult 

court and to request that the child be sentenced as an 

adult (yes, that means that a biased member of the court 

could cause a 1 1 -year-old [see the case of Nathaniel 

Abraham) to be put in prison for the rest of his/her life) 

-"allow for the establishment of juvenile boot camps." 

-and many more gems which I won't relate because I lost 

the sheet of paper they were written on. But basically, ditto 

above: more, deeper, harder, uglier. 

And Lo! 

That all, of course, was way back to the back to the '95 
and now those loverly little changes Engler suggested have 
been instituted. The reason for his bold (I quess. thnunh 
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Why Everything Ahn.it "School Safpt y" Is FuckpH-lip 

The people who so glorify the above measures often say 
that metal detectors, profiling, locker searches, and the 
like are responsible for the drop in youth violence since 
'94 (though, again, this drop was almost certainly caused 
by economic factors). However some recent studies and 
surveys have shown this to be unlikely. The Dept. of 
Special Education at the University of Maryland found that 
the most orderly and friendly student environments were 
ones in which the students felt that the rules were fairly 
applied. On the other hand schools that treated their 
students like "possible violent actors" (how an official 
something something I read about in an article I lost 
suggested that teenagers be seen to ensure safety) tended 
to create a chaotic and more violent school atmosphere 
where students felt a much higher level of fear. The 
authors of the study said, "creating an unwelcoming, 
almost jail-like, heavily scrutinized environment may 
foster the violence and disorder school administrators 
hope to avoid. Overall, the model may suggest that less 
attention should be paid to running schools in an overly 
restrictive manner and rather, schools should concentrate 
on communicating individual responsibility to students." A 
Washington based coalition of police officers, Fight Crime: 
Invest in Kids, takes this a step further. They say (in Time): 
"D give kids something to do after school 2) make sure 
young children have access to quality child care 3) help 
schools identify troubled kids early and provide counseling 
4) prevent child abuse". Jose Garcia, principal of a Florida 
middle school that fell victim to violence, adds, "the 
society outside our schools today means the unbelievable 
availability of weapons and the reinforcement of the 
violence culture in the media. No principal can shut that 
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you could probably also call it fascist) plan was hazy to ] 
begin with: according to the Centers for Disease Control, 
the numbers for kids who carried a weapon, or got into a 
fight were on the decline from '91 -'93, and were "overall 
quite small". True, in '93, the number of youth arrested for 
serious offenses was at an all-time high. However by the 
September of 1995, when Engler's proposal was made, I 
these numbers had been on a steady and steep decline for 

nearly two years. Engler knew if he yelled all big and loud 

that he would lower youth crime, he could not possibly be 

proved wrong by the statistics, which would back him & 

say that, yes, youth crime had been on the decline since 

'96 and '97 (and if anyone bothered to check it out, they 

would find that youth crime had been on the decline since 

two years prior); in other words, the "crime problem" had 

taken care of itself (probably for economic reasons, as the 

National Surplus and job rate have also been on a steady 

increase since that time). In fact, this continuous decline in 

child-committed crime over the last seven years has led to 

us currently having a juvenile homicide rate (for under- 

thirteen-year-olds) that is at its lowest point since the FBI 

first began keeping records of it in 1 964, and a general 

decline of 56% in juvenile homicide arrests (according to 

FBI statistics). Of course, some people (Very silly people. 

Not-so-fresh-feeling people.) would still say that this was 

because of measures like Engler's (although there were 

very, very few before '95 /'96), which struck a bolt of fear 

through the hearts of young, wouldbe murderers. However 

such arguments ignore both common sense and the basic 

psychology of child-committed murder: kids don't think 

like that. They don't think: "I might go to jail forever, 1 

shouldn't do this." 11, 12, 1 3-year-old kids, and a whole 

lot of teenagers, don't think about long-term 

consequences, and are generally much more impulsive 

than adults. They act out of anger, without realization of 

what significance their actions will truly have outside of 

the moment. Often children who commit violent crimes 
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will be acting out a sort of (terrible) fantasy, a capacity 
afforded to them by the powerful (and sometimes 
overpowering) imagination that kids retain well into 
adolescence. If such actions were committed by adults 
under those conditions they would be considered insane. 
However the rules are different for kids when they commit 
violent crimes: they are not insane, their minds simply do 

not define reality in the same manner as adults. 
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kids, and its not because they are not passionate people 
They are just not used to having to think about things or 
feel about things, and it has been rarely in their high school 
experience that some one, a teacher or other staff 
member, has really asked them to. 

Not a single teacher has signed my anti-gun anti- 
police petition. Even the most liberal of teachers have told 
me that they feel that the police officer is necessary to 
regulate potential disasters. Blinded by the paranoia I 
have spoken of, these well-meaning employees fail to 
recognize that the likelihood of violence happening to the 
kids or staff at our school in their own homes is much more 
likely than any violence happening in the school. Besides 
statistics, I believe that an environment of trust and of 
caring about and knowing students is significantly and 
desperately more important than the military preparation 
for disaster which gives us a false sense of security and 
destroys the trusting environment. 

I have learned through some research that in order 
to get the gun out of Huron High School, because cops are 
required to carry guns, we will have to get the cop out of 
Huron High School. With no teacher signatures and few 
parents, I have a feeling that the petition won't be 
convincing the administration at Huron or the Ann Arbor 
Public School administrators, who are the top beaurocrats 
behind the whole thing. But I will nonetheless hold onto 
the belief that the intimidating environment created by the 
police officer should be questioned in every way and that 
the Ann Arbor Public Schools should see the percieved 
need to have a police officer in their oversized hiqh 
schools as a definite need to change and improve the 
schools themselves, not to punish and control the 
students. 

WE DON'T NEED POLICE OFFICERS TO KEEP US IN 
LINE IN HIGH SCHOOL UNTIL WE LEARN THAT WE 
''NEED" POLICE OFFICERS TO KEEP US IN LINE AND 
WE DRAW THE LINE BETWEEN GOOD KIDS AND BAD 
KIDS AND GET THANKFUL THAT A COP IS THERE 

c£2I^ T ' NG G00D FR0M BAD A ND KEEPING THE 
™m?^, UNDER CONT ROi- WHEN ALL THAT'S OUT OF 
CONTROL IS OUR UGLY PARANOIA OUR UGLY FEAR 
OUR UGLY UGLY FEAR AND IT'S TIME FOR CHANGE 
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What exactly, Mr. Engler, is an 'adult crime? Webster's defines adult as "fully mature or 
grown up", "evidencing the maturity usu. associated with an adult", "evidencing [said] 
maturity", "designed for or restricted to adults", or, "of or belonging to adults". Clearly' 
the first, second, and third definitions will not work (because, since when does 
committing assault require such great maturity?). The fourth will also not work; large- 
theft is not designed for anyone, people just do it, and crime is restricted to no one, not 
to adults. The last definition seems at first to work except that clearly murder does not' 
belong exclusively to adults, nor does large theft or assault, (although he is correct in 
implying that adults are by far the major perpetrators of such crimes) because, truly,! 
-anyone rs capable of committing such acts, and it does not say anything about their age' 
or maturity to do so. And this was, in fact, the whole point behind prosecuting kids- 
under different rules from adults: an 1 1 -yr-old is NOT the same as a 30 or 40 or 50 yr-1 
old, no matter what (s)he does. A thirteen year-old is a child and cannot be treated as if] 
(s)he has the reasoning capacity, the judgment, or the knowledge of his/her own powers 
ilH^JSQLofl ^s .magnitude) that someone twice his/her age has. 
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